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Bj against Kansas. 



By Charles Sumner. 



From his Speech in the Senate, Mav 19, 1856. 



I UNDERTAKE, in the first place, to expose the Criub 
AGAINST Kansas, in origin and extent. Logically, this is the 
beginning of the argument. I say Crime, and deliberately 
adopt this strongest term, as better than any other denoting 
the consummate transgression. I would go further if Ian- 
guage could further go. It is the Crime of Crimes^ — surpass* 
ing far the old Crimen Majestatis^ pursued with vengeance by 
the laws of Rome, and containing all other crimes, as the 
greater contains the less. I do not go too far when I call it 
the Crime against Nature, from which the soul recoils, and 
which language refuses to describe. To lay bare this enormity 
I now proceed. The whole subject has become a twice-told 
tale, and its renewed recital will be a renewal of sorrow -and 
shame; but I shall not hesitate. The occasion requires it 
from the beginning. 

It is well remarked by a distinguished historian of our coun- 
try that, **at the Ithuriel touch of the Missouri discussion, the 
Slave Interest, hitherto hardly recognized as a distinct element 
in our system, started up portentous and dilated,"* with 
threats and assumptions which are the origin of our existing 
national politics. This was in 1820. The debate ended with 
the admission of Missouri as a Slaveholding State, and the 
prohibition of Slavery in all the remaining territory west of 
the Mississippi and north of 36*^ 30', leaving the condition of 
other territory south of this line, or subsequently acquired, 
untouched by the arrangement. Here was a solemn act of 



*HiIdreth, History of the United States, vol. vL p. 713. 
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legislation, called at the time compromise, covenant, compact, 
Bs»% brought forward in this body by a slaveholder, vindicated 
In debate by slaveholders, finally sanctioned by slaveholding 
votes,-*- also upheld at the time by the essential approbation 
of a slaveholding President, James Monroe, and his Cabiret, 
of whom a majority were slaveholders, including Mr. Calhoun 
himself ; and this compromise was made the condition of the 
admission of Missouri, without which that State cou!d not 
have been received into the Union. The bargain was simple, 
and was applicable, of course, only to the territory named. 
Leaving all other territory to await the judgment of another 
generation, the South said to the North, Conquer your preju- 
dices so far as to admit Missouri as a slave State, and, in 
consideration of this much coveted boon, slavery shall be 
prohibited *' forever" (mark here the wo rd forever ") * in all 
the^^fmaining Louisiana Territory above 36" 30^ ; and the " 
lg]tfh^ded.~' - • 

"* In^atar*disregard of history, the President, in his annual 
message, tells us that this compromise '*was reluctantly 
acquiesced in by Sout!>em States." Just the contrary is 
true. It was the work of slaveholders, and by their con- 
curring votes was crowded upon a reluctant North. It wus 
hailed by slaveholders as a victory. Charles Pinckney, of 
South Carolina, in an oft-quoted letter, written at eight o'clock 
on the night of its passage, says, '*It is considered here by 
the slaveholding States as a great triumph." f At the North 
it was ocrepted as a defeat, and the friends of freedom every- 
where throughout the country bowed their heads with morti- 
fication. Little did they know the completeness of their dis- 
aster. 7JttIe did they dream that the prohibition of slavery 
in the territory, which was stipulated as the price of their fatal 
capitulation, would also, at the very moment of its maturity, 
be wrested from them. 

Time passed, and it became necessary to provide for this 
territory an organized government. Suddenly, without notice 
in the public press or the prayer of a single petition or one 
word ol' open recommendation from the President, after an 
acquiescence of thirty-four years^ and the irreclaimable posses« 

•Re&ning to thk imndsifin a( tite MiMooH BUL Mr. Niles itelidzes "ftnwr," thus 
dKmiashiaconstntctionof tbeword. Nibs's J?4xu<»r, Mnrdl is, xaao. 

tTfab letter, «Mdi CvAmcMm Cra<HwA tS. Bostoc, .^irf! s, i&Wk pn»eil7 atylM 
"talMal*," was sddivaMd to dw editor of the C3iariast0B Ci^ GmartU, vfuna date of 
Msrch a, iSao. 
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sion by the South of its special share under this compromisfe^, 
in bleach of every obligation of honor,, compact, and |;ood 
neighborhood, And in contemptuous disregard of the outgush- 
ing sentiments of an aroxised North, this time-honored prohibi- 
tion — in itself a landmark of Freedom — was overturned, and 
the jiSi^trggpion now known . jas Kansas and^ Nejtoigka. ^was 
open to slaveryT" It is natural tiiara"measiire '£Kus"rq}ugnant 
in charaSEer 'should be pressed by arguments mutually repug- 
nant. It was urged on two principal reasons, so opposite and 
inconsistent as to fight with each other: one being that, by 
the repeal of the Prohibition, the Territory would be left open 
to the entry of slaveholders with their slaves, without hin- 
drance; and the other being that the people would be left 
absolutely free to determine the question for themselves, and 
to prohibit the entry of slaveholders with their slaves, if they 
should think best. With some the apology was the alleged 
rights of slaveholders ; with others it was the alleged rights 
of the people. With some it was openly the estension of 
slaveiry; and with others it was openly the establishment of 
freedom, under the guise of popular sovereignty. The meas- 
ure, thus upheld in defiance of reason, was carried through 
Congress in defiance of all securities of legislation. These 
things I mention that you may see in what foulness the present 
crime was engendered. 

It was csanedfJSrstf by whif>ping in^ through Executive influ- 
ence and patronage, men who acted against their own declared 
judgment and the knowa will of their cons^tuents; secondly^ 
by tkrusHng out of place^ both in the Senate and House 
of Representatives, important business, long pending, and 
usurping its room ; thirdl^^ by trampling uttder foot the rules 
of the House of Representatives, always before the saf^uard 
of the minority ; and, fourthly, by driving it to a dose, during 
the very s^sion in which it originated, so that it might not be 
arrested by the indignant voice of tiie People. Such ^re som 
of the means by which this snap judgment was obtained. If 
the clear will of the people had not been dbr^rded, it could 
not have fnssed. If the government had not ne&iriously inter- 
posed, it could not have passed. If it had been left to its 
natural place in the order of business, it could not have passed. 
If the rules of tide House and the rights of the minority had 
not been violated, it could not have pa^»ed. If it had b^h 
allowed to go over to another Congress, when the people might 
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be heard* it would have been ended ; and then the Crime we 
now deplore would have been without its first seminal life. 

Mr. President, I mean to keep absolutely within the limits 
of p^Mamentary propriety. I make no personal imputations, 
but only with frankness, such as belongs to the occasion and 
my own character, describe a great historical act, now enrolled 
in the Capitol. Sir, the Nebraska Bill was in every respect 
a swindle. It was a swindle of the North by the South. On 
the part of those who had already completely enjoyed their 
share of the Missouri Compromise, it was a swindle of those 
whose share was yet absolutely untouched ; and the plea . of 
unconstitutionality set up — like the plea of usury after the 
borrowed money has been enjoyed — did not make it less a 
swindle. Urged as a bill of peace, it was a swindle of the 
whole country. Urged as opening the doors to slave-masters 
with their slaves, it was ^ swindle of Popular Sovereignty in 
its asserted doctrine. Urged as sanctioning Popular Sover- 
eignty, it was a swindle of slave-masters in their asserted 
rights. It was a swindle of a broad territory, thus cheated 
of protection against slavery. It was a swindle of a great 
cause, early espoust^d by Washington, Franklin, and Jefferson, 
surrounded by the best fathers of the Republic. Sir, it was 
a swindle of God-given, inalienable rights. Turn it over, 
look at it on all sides, and it is everywhere a swindle ; and, if 
the word I now employ has not the authority of classical 
usage, it has, on this occasion, the indubitable authority of 
fitness. No other word will adequately express the mingled 
ineanness and wickedness of the cheat. 



* Its character is still further apparent in the general structure 
of the bill. Amidst overflowing professions of regard for the 
sovereignty of the people in the Territory, they are despoiled 
of every essential privilege of sovereignty. They are not 
allowed to choose governor, secretary, chief justice, asso- 
ciate justices, attorney, or marshal, — all of whom are sent from 
Washington ; nor are they allowed to regulate the salaries of 
any of these functionaries, or the daily allowance of the legis- 
lative body, or even the pay of the clerks and door-keepers : 
but they are left free to adopt slavery. And this is nick- 
named Popular Sovereignty ? Time does not allow, nor does 
the occasion require, that I should stop to dwell on this trans- 
parent device to cover a transcendent wrong. Suffice it to 
say that slavery is in itself an arrogant denial of human 
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rights^ and by no human reason can the power to establish 
such a wrong be placed, among the attributes of any just 
sovereignty. In refusing it such a place, I do not deny popu- 
lar rights, but uphold them ; I do not restrain popular i%hts, 
but extend them. And, sir, to this conclusion you must yet 
come, unless deaf, not only to the adr^onitions of political 
justice, but also to the genius of our Constitution, under 
which, when properly interpreted, no valid claim for slavery 
can be set up anywhere in the national territory. The Senator 
from Michigan [Mr. Cass] may say, in response to the Senator 
from Mississippi [Mr. Brown], that slavery cannot go into 
the Territory, under the Constitution, without legislative in- 
troduction ; and permit me to add, in response to both, that 
slavery cannot go there at all. Nothing can come out of 
nothing; and there is absolutely nothing in the Constitution 
out of which slavery can be derived, while there are provisions 
which, when properly interpreted, make its existence anywhere 
within the exclusive national jurisdiction impossible. ' 

The offensive provision in the bill is in its form a l^islative 
anomaly, utterly wanting the natural directness and simplicity 
of an honest transaction. It does not undertake openly to 
repeal the old prohibition of slavery, but seems to mince the 
matter, as if conscious of the swindle. It says that this pro- 
hibition, "being inconsistent with the principle of non-inter- 
vention by Congress with slavery in the States and Territories, 
as recognized by the legislation of 1850, commonly called the 
Compromise Measures, is hereby declared inoperative* and 
void." Thus, with insidious ostentation, is it pretended that 
an act violating the greatest compromise of our le^slative 
history, and loosening the foundations of all compromise, is 
derived out of a compromise. Then follows in the bill the 
further declaration, entirely without precedent, which has been 
aptly called " a stump speech in its belly," namely, " it being 
the true intent and meaning of this act hot to legislate slavery 
into any Territory or State nor to exclude it therefrom, but to 
leave the people thereof perfectly free to form and regulate 
their domestic institutions in their own way, subject only to 
the Constitution of the United States."* Here are smooth 
words, such as belong to a cunning tongue enlisted in a bad 
cause. But, whatever may have been their various bidden 

*Act.to oi:g^ize the Territories of Nebraika and lOdisas, Sect 14, Statutes at Lafge, 
voL X. p. 3S3. 
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mearaoigs, thia at: least ia evident^ that, by their effect, the 
Coz^gresskmal ptoMbitioit at slavety, which had always been 
regarded a» a sevenfold shield, covering the whole Louisiana 
Territory nordi of jfio 30', ia now removed^ while a principle la 
declared which renders tJie supplementary prohibition of slav- 
ery in Minnesota,. Oregon, and Washington "inoperative and 
void,^' and tfaus^ opens to slavery all these vast r^ions, now 
the rudie cradles of mighty States. Here you see the magni- 
tude of the mischief contemplated. But my purpose is with 
the crime againat Kansas, and X shall not stop to expose the 
conspiracy berjrond^ 

Mr. Fresidenty men are wisely presumed to intend the 
natural consequences of their conduct, and to seek what their 
acts^ seem ta promote. Now the Nebraska Bill, on its very 
tace^ openly clears the way for slavery, and it is not wrong to 
presume that its originators intended the natural consequences 
of suck an act^ and sou^t in this way to extend slavery. Of 
course they (fid. Aud tins is the first stage in the Crime 
ag;ainst Kansas. 

This was speedily followed by other developisients. It was 
soon whispered that Kansas must be a slave State. In con- 
formity witk tfaisr barefaced scheme was th& government of this 
unhappy Territory organized in all its departments ; and thus 
did tibe President^ by whose complicity the praHibition of 
slavery was overthiowtt, lend himself to a new complicity, — 
giving to the conspirators a lease of comuvance,^ amounting 
even I j copartnership;.. The governor, secretary, chirf justice, 
associate justices, attorney, and marshal, with a whole caucus 
of a&ter stipendiaries, nominated by the President and con- 
firmed by the Senate^ are all commended as friendly to 
slavery. No mart with the sentiments of Washington or Jeffer- 
son or Franklin finds favor; nor is it too much to say that, 
had these peat patriots once more come among us, not one 
of them, with his recorded, unretracted opinions on slavery, 
could be nominated by the President of confirmed by the 
Senate for any post in that Territory. With such auspices 
the conspiracy proceeded. Even in advance of the Nebraska 
Billy secret .societies were oi^anized in Missouri,, ostoisibly to 
protect her institutions, and afterwards, under the name of 
"SelJ^efcnsive Associations^" and " Blue Lodges," these were 
multi^i^d; throughout the western counties of that State, d^oi^ 
my counter-movement from the North. It was confidently an- 



ticipated, that, by the activity o£ diese societies, and the iateiv 
esi of slaveholders everywhere, with the advantage derived 
from the neighborhood of Missouri and the influence of the 
Territorial Government, slavery might be introduced into 
Kansas, quietly, but surely, vrithout arousing conflict, — ^that 
the crocodile egg might be stealthily dropped in the sunburnt 
soil, there to be hatched, unobserved until it sent forth its 
reptile rooiister. 

But the conspiracy was unexpectedly balked. The debate, 
which convulsed Congress, stirred the whole country. From 
all sides attention was directed upon Kansas, which at once 
became the favorite goal of emigration. The bill loudly de* 
Clares that its object is "Ho leave the people perfectly free to 
form and regulate their domestic institutions in their own way," 
and its supporters everywhere challenge the determination of 
the questi<m between freedom and slavery by a competition of 
emigration. Hius, while opening the Territory to slavery, the 
bill also opens it to.emigrants from every quarter, who may by 
votes rediress the wrong. The populous North, stung by sense 
of outrage and inspired by a noble cause, are pouring into the 
debatable land, and promise soon to establish a supremacy of 
numbers Ibtrc, involving, of course, a just supremacy of Free- 
dom. 

Then was conceived the consummation of the crime against 
Kansas. What could not be accomplished peaceably was to 
be accOTKi^Kshed forcibly. The reptile monster, that could not 
be qmet^ and Purely hatched there, is to be pushed full- 
grown into the Territory. All efforts are now applied to the 
dism^ "RKHic €3lt forcing sla^^ry upon free soil. In ilagrant 
derogation <^ the vi^ popular sovereignty whose name helped 
to impose this IhU upon the country, the atrocious object is 
distincdy avowed. And the avowal is followed by the act. 
Slavery is {ordbiy introduced into Kansas, and placed under 
formal saf^oard of pretended law. How this is done belongs 
to the aigomrait 

In dej^ctii^ this consummation, the simplest outline, with- 
out one word of color, will be best. Whether regarded in 
mass or detaSL, in tmgai or result, it is all blackness, illumined 
by nothii^ from itself, but only by the heroism of the un- 
daunted men ami vonoen whom it environed. A plain state* 
ment of £acts is a {nctnre of dires>t truth, which faithful Histoiy 
will presore in Its darkest gallery. In the for^ound all wUl 
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recognize a familiar character, in himself connecting link 
between President and border ruffian, — less conspicuous for 
ability than for the exalted place he has occupied, — who once 
sat in the seat where you now sit, sir, — where once sat John 
Adams and Thomas Jefferson, — also, where once sat Aaron 
Burr. I need not add the name of David R. Atchison.* You 
do not forget that, at the session of Congress immediately 
succeeding the Nebraska Bill, he came tardily to his duty 
here, and then, after a short time, disappeared. The secret 
was long since disclosed. Like Catiline, he stalked into this 
Chamber, ref^king with conspiracy, — immo etiam in Senatum 
venit, — and then, like Catiline, he skulked away, — abiit, 
excessity evasity erupit, — to join and provoke the conspirators, 
who at a distance awaited their congenial chief. Under the 
influence of his malign presence the crime ripened to its fatal 
fruits, while the similitude with Catiline is again renewed in 
the sympathy, not «ven concealed, which he finds in the very 
Senate itself, where, beyond even the Roman example, a Sena- 
tor has not hesitated to appear as his open compurgator. 

And now, as i proceed to show the way in which this Territory 
was overrun and finally subjugated to slavery, I desire to remove, 
in advance, all question with regard to the authority on which 
I rely. The evidence is secondary, but it is the best which, in 
the nature of the case, can be had; and it is not less clear, 
direct, and peremptory than any by which we are assured of 
the campaigns in the Crimea or the fall of Sebastopol. In its 
manifold mass, I confidently assert that it is such a body of 
evidence as the human mind is not able to resist. It is found 
in the concurring reports of the public press, in the letters of 
correspondents, in the testimony of travellers, and in the un- 
aiiected story to which I have listened from leading citizens, who, 
during this winter, have "come flocking" here from that distant 
Territory. It breaks forth in the irrepressible outcry reaching 
us from Kansas, whose truthful tones leave no ground of mis- 
take. It addresses us in formal complaint, instinct with the in- 
dignation of a people determined to be free, and unimpeachable 
as the declarations of a murdered man on his dying-bed against 
his murderer. And let me add that all this testimony finds 
echo in the very statute book of the conspirators, and also in 
language dropped from the President of the United States. 



* senator from Missouri at Washington' from 1843 to 1855, and for several sessions 
President ^ro iempori of tbe Senatie. 
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I begin with an admission from the Fresidti^nt hittiseif^ ii^ 
whose sight the people of Kansas httxe iittfe favor. After 
arraigning the innocent emigrants from the North, heis con- 
strained to declare that their conduct is "far from ju^ifying 
the illegal and reprehensible counter-movements which en- 
sued."* - By the reluctant admisdon of the Chief Magistrate, 
then, there was a counter-movement at once illegal and 
reprehensible^ I thank thee, President, for teaching me these 
words ; and I now put them in the front of this exposition, as 
in themselves a confession. Sir, this " illegal and reprehensi' 
ble counter- movement " is none other than the dreadful 
Crime — under an apologetic alias — by which, through suc- 
cessive invasions, slavery is forcibly planted in this Territory. 

Next to this Presidential admission must be placed details 
of invasions, which I now present as not only *• illegal and 
reprehensible," but also unquestionable evidence of the- 
resulting crime. 

The violence, for some time threatened, broke forth on the 
29th of November, 1854, at the first election of a Delegate to 
Congress, when companies from Missouri, amounting to 
upwards of one thousand, crossed into Kansas, and with 
force and arms proceeded to vote for General Whitfield, the 
candidate of slavery. An eye-witness. General Pomeroy,t of 
superior intelligence and perfect integrity, thus describes this 
scene : — 

The first ballot-box that was opened upon our virgin soil wias closed 
to us by overpowering numbers and impending force. So bold and reck- 
less were our invaders that they cared not to conceal theijr attack. They 
came upon us, not in the guise of voters, to steal away our franchise; but 
boldly and openly, to snatch it with a strong hand. They came directly 
from their own homes, and in compact and organized bands, with arms ia 
hand and provisions for the expedition, marched to our poUs, and, when 
their work was done, returned whence they came. 

Here was an outrage at which the coolest blood of patriotism 
boils. Though, for various reasons unnecessary to develop; 
the busy settlers allowed the election to pass uncontested; 
still the means employed were none the less "illegal and repre- 
hensible." 

This infiiction was a significant prelude to the grand invasion 

* Message relative to the Affairs in the Territory of Kansas, Jan. 24, i8s6t Executive 
Documents, 34th Cong., ist Sess., No.' 28, p. 4. • 

t Hon. S. C. Pom«roy, aftenvards for many yeare Senator of Kansas at Washington, 



ofe tfefe;3«tfciltofe Mardt, e%s, sr. the eiection of the first Terri- 
tc«M. Ie^$iJstiaie:aii£kr tiie orga]^^ law, when an antied muU.i- 
ftcsBt. MmcmiT.: eaCEcest: the Teoitoiy in larger ntjmbers 
tii^ GSeaaefad-^ T^ykjirooanaram^ at Bneim Vista or than Gen- 
ecsfel J^dsssMt hffli widriit Im iiuDes at New Oriesns^murh 
latggr thaannacr farhiRraF railEed o!t Bisaker Ri!L Off they came 
" art axjny^witk; bsajiEE^" orgjsnized iit cottiisamcs, with offi- 
cei!ra^jtmjmtam!ts^.taite^ai^ thougit marehin^upoir 

a fomgir foe^^and- brratlisiiig: laodtraotithed threats: that they 
wQttfei:.cany-thfik:pttEpos^if insEd. wecSj. by the bowie-knife and 
revolves; Amsm^ tiiEma;..ac2mTding^ to hi<s own cotifession, was 
David iC^.AtcbisaB;».betesfc with, ttee vulgar arms of his vulgar 
comEaskffiff. Auirest at;tiiei3r starcnil dKstamtions on the night 
be^pse- thsfc: deotknai^ the inrndeEs: pitched their tents, placed 
tbeijr seatrisSf.. ami wajted^ for the conring" day. The name 
tr^ftStworti^ eye-wksKMffi. wfeoBK I ha^e alrsadr qaated' says of; 
oR«; localiiy: — 

Ba3g^[gll$rVEageti» vveie: tiuee}. witiz: zaxim-. ami: ax aa am it am-^ enough., for a. 
proifacted S^t^ aQd..aaaan^ theax: twa bnus fieldfwcear ready chai^d. 
Thajf- cainBM^wUfar4mai»fi bea^^ aisA Sa^^ia^raxuk tbeiir leaders wwe at 

Of another locality jieu saya : — 

Theiiuvaiisr* came togietlaer; Jit on»r saxsa^ amLoi^fuuaisk bodrr wttb 
trains of fifty wags>asi> besidtsa^ horsenteis,. aiuL the- night: beforo: eiectiun 
pitched.thek camp in the vicinity o£ the polls.; and^iumngiappointed their 
owul jud£e»-.in place of thoss: who, frotttr intiisidatiait-or othenvise, failed 
to atteujd, they voted without, any proof of reajdsocc;. 

Wnh thi?f force: thev were- able.». lon, the; s'lccseding. day, in 
'^uxe placea> to iiitiraidsj.te the judges of eiectioiiSp in others ta 
suhstv 'te judge&-of their owa appointnietst, in others to wrest 
tile ballot-boKes-fron! tlieii rightfitl possessers, and. everywhere 
to excJTcise a complete control of tlxe electior- and thus^ by 
preternatural audacity of usurpation, impose a legisiatEirc 
upon the f ice people of Kansas* Thus waa conquered, the: 
Scbastfipol of that Territory ! 

It was- not enoug,h to secure tlie legisiatitre. TIae electioa 
of a member ot{ Congress recurred; on. the ist of October,. 1855 f 
and the same fureigners* who had learaed.thek strety^hv again: 
manifested. iti Another invasion* in controlUng:;. numbers, came 
fromi Missouri* and once luore forcibly exercised the electoral 
frawchise.,j.ri K^n^^. 
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protocteded to <>*rt <!(m,p\mi^ ot the inva^Jers; \s\it th© 
j:c»f»d p^^^>x>l^. ^ ttwi l>triw>ry» bom to frc<idowi edacate^d as 
ATOraricAn «hd\i£«d'«o <£>t ^abmissioftv Slavery, 

thoiRith T«^^e»gftis«<J by pTe«5tsikid )«w> "was in swany pkces prats- 
ticalJy an owtkw. To t^c lawless iKiTderers this was hard to 
l>eM- ; an*3, like the Sicaife^n of they tstged pi&rdculatly 
agahjstihfc to^noi l>a«'ten«e, alptady known by firmness 
of its |ii?indpkrs and th« tihttrattcr of its otie^ns as dttjdel of 
the ^A«s«?. On this ?tcconnt they threfttencd, in thtar 
pecnhar lans*w&j^ to 'wipe it oot." Soon the hostile power 
w-a^; ^thasif^ for this purpose^ The wickedness of this inva- 
sion was enhanced by the my in ^hich it b^an. A dtisen 
ai Kanssts by the msmm of Bow mnrSerttd by a pardsan of 
slavifiEry in the name oJ *" law and order." Sudi an ontcajge 
natorallv aroxised indignation and provoked threats. Tlie|«w>" 
fessc«?s Ckf and cwrder''' allowed the raurderer to escape, 
and, sfiU ^mrther to iliogtrsnte the irony lOf the name they as- 
sumed, ^iied the friend ©i the mwdercd man, whose few 
ne^hhaws sojm rallied for bis rescue. Hiis tr«nsac^or^ though . 
totauQy dissr^rded in its chief iront oi ^c^edness, betsurae the 
excnse ^sr nqpecedent^ emteinent. The ^eak Governor,* 
with EiO iaiodflih? bi^isar lhan serstiiii^ to slavery, — ^'hom the 
President, in dlhc^ ddiinquency, luid a3}pointeid to a tmst 
worthy ©1% of a^KsIRKsIancsd chasacter, — ^as frightened from 
his ijTCsmiety. By pr^'jclamaLtioin b& invoked the Territory- By 
tel^raph Im nsToted the PresideaL The T^rritoiy would not 
respsnfl tD hs ssnsaless appeal The President was false. 
But lisfi 'pTQclsiEatiion was cin:ulated throoghout the border 
coimties ui Imssawd-; and PlaK-e, Clay, Carroll, Saline, Hoi?- 
ard-, End Jackson, eat± of them contributed a volunteer <x>m- 
pany, -iKSjn:^^^ fejsn tiie imdsi^es, and armed with weapons 
whicSi chants^itorded, Sita^m as **the siaot-gua militia," — with 
a Sif<as3ini oScer • as coaunissat}^ general, dispensing rations, 
and JCTKJferr liiissoiiri «^cer as general in chief; with two 
wagDsa-liEsiiis of liies feelon^sjg to Missouri, drawn by nix 
mules, fnissm ijs asseoal at jefe^on City ; with seven pieces 
of casstim is^iasigisg to the United States from its arseni^ at 
Libsan-; a-^d 'l^sis foroaitbMe force amotsntin^. to at least 
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xJSoo men, terrible with threats, oaths, and whiskey, crossed 
the borders^ and encamped in larger part on the Wakantsat 
oveff against the doomed town of Lawrence, now threatened 
wttb destruction. With these invaders was the Crovernor, who 
hy this 9xA levied war upon the people he was sent to protect. 
In camp with him was the original Catiline of the conspirc^cyr 
while hy his side were the docile Chief Justice and the docile 
judges. But this is not the first instance in which an tmjust 
governor has found tools where he ought to have found justice. 
In the great impeachment of Warren Hasting^ the British 
orator 1:^ whom it was conducted exclaims, in words strictly 
applicable to the misdeed I here denounce: '^Hiad he not the 
Chief Justice, the tamed and domesticated Chief Justice, whd 
waited on him like a familiar spirit ? " * Thus was this invasion 
countenanced by those who should have stood in the breach 
against it. For more than a week it continued, while deadly 
conflict was imminent. I do not dwell on the heroism by 
which it was encountered or the mecn retreat to which it was 
compelled; for that is not necessary in exhibiting the crime 
which you are to judge. But I cannot forbear to add other 
features furnished in' a letter written at the time by a clergy- 
man, who saw and was part of what he describes : — 

Our dtueofr have been shot at and in two instances murdered, our 
boBse» invaded, hay>ricks bujmt.cofn and other provisions plundered, cattle 
driven off, all communication cat off between us and the States, wagons 
on the way to us with provisions stopped and plundered, and the drivers 
taken prisoners, and we in hoarly expectation an attadc. Nearly every 
moH has been in arms in tie village. Fortifications have been thrown up, 
by incessant labor night and '* j . The sound of the drum and the tramp 
<^ armed men resounded through our streets, families fleeing with their 
heusehotd goods for safety. Day before yesterday the report of cannon was 
heard at our house, from the direction ci Lecompton. Last Thursday one 
of our neighbors^ — one of the.most peaceful auid excellent of men, from 
Ohio^ — on his way home, wa» set upon* by a gang of twelve men on 
hor&et^k, and shot down. Over eight hundred men are gathered under 
arms at Lawrence. As yet no act of violence has been perpetrated by 
those on our side. No blood of retaliation stains our hands.. We stand, and 
are ready to act, purely in defence of our homes and lives. 

The catalogue is not yet complete. On the 15th of Decem- 
ber, when the people assembled to vote on the Constitution 
submitted for adoption, only a few days after the Trea^ of 

*Bmhi, ^eecb in the Imp«achiTi«nt of Wamn Hastings, Feb. t6, 1788, Works 
(London, - ^aa), vol. xuL p. loa. 
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Peace between the govenuKr on the one side a»d the town o» 
Lawrence on the other, another and fifth irruption was made. 
But I leave all this untold. Enough of these details has been 
given. 

Five several times and more have these invaders entered 
Kansas in armed array, and thus five several times and more 
have they trampled upon the organic law of the Territory- 
These extraordinary expeditions are simply the extraordinary 
witnesses to successive, uninterrupted violence. They stand 
out conspicuous, but not alone. The spirit of evil, in which 
they had th^r origin, is wakeful and incessant. From the 
beginning it hung upon the skirts of this interesting Territory, 
harrowing its peace, disturbing its prosperity, and keeping its 
inhabitants under the painful alarms of war All security of 
person, property, and labor, was overthrown ; and, when I urge 
this incontrovertible ^act, I set foxth a wrong which is small 
only by tfie side of the ^ant wrong for the consuroroation of ' 
which all this is done. Sir, what is man, what is government, 
without security', in the absence of which nor man nor govern* 
ment can proceed in development or enjoy the fruits of exist-> 
ence ? M^Aout security civilizatioa is cramped and dwarfed. 
Without security there is no true freedom. Nor shall I say 
too much, when I declare that security, guai'ded of course by 
its parent ficeedom, is the true end and aim of government. 
Of ^is indispensable boon the people of Kansas are d^poiled, 
— absolutely, totally. M\ this is aggravated by the nature of 
their pursiuts, rendering them peculiarly sensitive to interrup- 
tion, and at the same time attesting their innocence. They 
are for tht most part engs^ed in the cultivation of the soil, 
which from time immemorial has been the sweet employment 
of uncUsturbed industry. Contented in the returns of boun- 
teous nature and the shade of his own treesy the husbandman 
is not a§^;ressive. Accustomed to produce, and not to destroy, 
he is essentially peaceful, unless his home is invaded, when 
his arm derives vigor &om the soil he treads, and his soul 
inspiration from the heavens beneath whose canopy he daily 
toils. Such are the people of Kansas, whose security has 
been overthrown. Scenes from which Civilization averts her 
countenance are part of their daily life. Border incursions, 
which in barbarous ages or barbarous lands fretted and 
harried an exposed people, are here renewed, with this pecu> 
liarity, that our border robbers do not simply levy blackmail 



audr dme off" a. few- cafc^ It&se tliease wha actss^ midcr the ! 
inspratioD: of, the D<ragiaar o£ otiser ds^,— the^ do not seize 
a f€?w persoasi. aeadr sweep thsmt away int» captiiirity, like the 
AfyicEttt :>laye4rasiexSi. ^aar vre brand as pirates, — bat they 
comoMt a succession: olE; deeds iit whicbL border sormws and 
Af^icais; wrongs- are revived tagRthesr oir Amerrcan soil, while, 
for the: time beirg^ all ptotectian is aimuiied, and the whole 
rerritoty is eEsiaveci. 

Private griefs imngie thEir poignancy mtb public wrongs. 
I do tjot dwell on the amdetiea of fanrilies exposed to sudden 
as>sa«lt^ aod lying, down to restrwith the alarms: ot war ringing | 
ia- the ear?» not koowing: that aiKither day may be sr>ared to l 
theau Throughout this bitter whitsr; with the thermometer at I 
thirty d^rees: beloTr zero^ the citizens of: Lavsnrence were con- 
strained toaleep umdeE arms^. with sentiKela pacing constant 
watch against surpiisej. Our. souls, are wrtmjjf by individual 
iast3nce55v In vain dc5> we condennt the cruelties ot another 
age» thft refissements of tortote^ to which- vosbl were doomed^ the 
rack and thumfe»screw of the InqtasitiDn^the last agonies of j 
the regicide PUvaillac^ 

" Luke's iw^ni crown aacL Danmai's bed of steel", 

for kindyed outcaggs- disgrace these borders. Murder stalks, 
A^sasskitation skulkac in the tali; graasu o£ the prairie^ and the 
vindictiveuess^of man assumsJS unwoated. forms^ A preacher 
of the gospel has- beear ridden: on a rail,, tlien. thnawxi into the 
Missouri, fasS/an^d to a log, and: left to drift: down its^ muddy, 
tortuous- current.. And lateiy we- have thfirtidings of ti;at enor- 
mity without preeedent^ a deed: without a^mtma,. where a candi- 
date for the. legislature was- most brutally gashed, witit knives 
and hatchets^ and then, after weltering^ blood on. the snow- 
clad earthy trundled along., with gaping, wounds, to fall dead 
before, the face of his. wife* It i» conunon; to drop a tear of 
sympathy over the sorrows of our early fathers^ exposed to the 
stealthy assault of the savage foe ; and an eminent Americaa 
artist5 hf^- pictured this^ scents, in a marbte group on tlie front 
of th^ National Capitol^ wheye the uplifted tomahawk is ar- 
rested by the strongs arm, and geasJiou&r countenance of tha 
pioneer, whose wi£«; and. children hnd shelter at hia feet> But 
now thts, tear, must, be dropped over the sorrows of fellow* 

• Horatio < Irtenuuglt, the earliest uf out scuiptgr^ and ala« exceilciit vfvUi hi* jwn. 



::U!2C-JEJS 'Sw«MV^i^ «i weiw State m KAnsas, ^^qp^esed to the 
perpetual 5»5?.?tiik Cti mwf^wm Tobbers from Missoviri. Hite- 
Mngs p^cfei^ fttm Ihe '<lr«nk«ift spew avjd vomit of an uweasy 
dvi)isaiti<!i8t, haviiig the i<$tm <rf wiea,"-- 

" Ay, iti thu cktfttaigQe v* ^ men ; 
A$ *in^ gwsy^oanAsj itidngtcK spat^wl*, -cars, 

Shwughs, ^t«rra^ and tlmt«'««>h'es Ate 
AH ihft Wi4»>c <« docs-"— - 

leashed tosfet^KsT by secret si|»rs a«d lodges, iienew the incredir 
Lie atrod^ies of the A$ss«ssins and the Thugs, showing the 
blind subinfeskci of the Assassins to the Old Man of the 
Mountaia in ro^^ng Ciinstifinis on the road to jerusalero, and 
the heaitlcssness of the Th«gs, who, «iwwmg that murder is 
their religicm, wayhiy trawellcTS o» the gre?.! road from Agra to 
Delhi, — ih& more ^^dly bo^'ie-knife for the da^cr of 
the Assassata atad. the imore dcadlv revolver for llie noose of 
the Thng, 

In thes& invasions, "mtk the eatiie subversion of all security 
in thi5 Tkimtosrv, liie |}lnnder itsf the b%llol.-bo3^ and ^e pollu- 
tion of the «lectjOTsd Irandiise, I show simply process in 
unprecetksm^ crime. If that l>e the l>est government where 
injury to & ^x)^ ci^xsn is Tesesmed as injury to the whole 
State, fihsl masst 1^ i&e chazmcter of a government whidi 
leaves a tdtdle ccanmtsdty <d dtisens thus exposed ? In the 
outrage upon ^le L:iBot-bax, even Tsithout iMdt fruits 
which I shall soori iZilaiiHt, there is a pecolSar crime of the 
deepest dye, thoisgti snboidinate to lie final «ime, ^esrhich 
should be prtan|itly avenged. In other lands, where royalty 
is upheld^ it is a ^pedai a&saist to rob the crown jewels, which 
are emblems of Ifcat sovereignty before -chich the loyal sub- 
ject bows« sad it is treason to be found in adulteiy with the 
queen, fee* in Ibis way may a false heir be imposed upon the 
State ; bnt in our E<qmblic She ballot-box is the single price- 
less jewd of tifcat soverdgnty which ire respect, and the 
electoral ixsmMss, wiwx. are bom the rulers of a free people, 
is the Eoysl bed -sre ase to guard against pollution. In this 
plain psr^eastmsnS, ■^he^er as re^4s security or as regards 
elections, ihasre is enoii^gh^ 'mthout proceedi?^ further, to 
justify the KsSss^Beslaaa o£ Congress, promptly and completely, 
to throw OTCT tMs of^«SiS«d people the Impenetrable &hh\d of 
the ConstituSimj and hem. Bot the half is not yet told. 
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As every point in a wide»spre£kd horizon radiates from a 
common centre, so everything said or done in this vast circle 
of crime radiates from the One Idea that Kansas, at all 
hazards, must be made a slave State. In all the manifold 
wickednesses that occur and in every successive invasion, this 
One Idea is ever present, as JSatanic tempter, motive power, 
eausing cause. Talk of " one idea " I Here- it is with a ven- 
geance I 

To accomplish this result, three things are attempted : first, 
by outrage of all kinds, to drive the friends of freedom out of 
the Territory ; secondly^ to deter others from coming ; and; 
thirdly^ to obtain complete control of the government. The 
process of driving out, and also of deterring, has failed. On 
the contrary, the friends of freedom there have become more 
fixed in resolve to stay and fight the battle which they never 
sought, but from which they disdain to retreat, while the 
friends of freedom elsewhere ^re more aroused to the duty 
of timely succor by men and munitions of Just self-defence. 

While defeated in the first t«po processes, the conspirators 
succeeded in the last By the violence already portrayed at 
the election of the 30th of March, when the polls were occu- 
pied by armed hordes from Missouri, they imposed a legisla- 
ture upon the Territory, and thus, under the iron mask of law, 
established a Usurpation not less complete than any in historyv 
That this was done I proceed to prove. Here is the evidence. 

1. Only in this way can this extraordinary expedition be 
adequately explained. In the words of Moli^re, once em- 
ployed by John Quincy Adams in the other House, " Que 
diable aliaient-ih /aire dans cette galhrei" What did they go 
into the Territory for? If their purposes were peaceful, as 
has been suggested, why cannons, arms, flags, numbers, and 
all this violence? As simple citizens, proceeding to the 
honest exercise of the electoral franchise, they might go with 
nothing more than a pilgrim's staflE. Philosophy always seeks 
a sufficient cause, and only in the One Idea already presented 
can a cause be found in any degree commensurate witJi the 
crime ; and this becomes so only when we consider the mad 
fanaticism of slavery. 

2. Public notoriety steps forward to confirm the suggestion 
of reason. In every place where Truth can freely travel it is 
asserted and understood that the legislature was imposed 
upon Kansas by foreigners from Missouri ; and this universal 
voice is now received as undeniable yterity. 
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3. It is also attested by harangues of the conspiratom. 
Here is what Stringfeliow said before the invasion : — , 

To those who have qualms of conscience as to violating law3» State or 
national, the time has come when such impositions must be disregarded, 
as your rights and property are in danger ; and I euhnse jfou^ otte anJl all. to 
tttter every Action district in Kamas in defiatue «f Jteedtr and Ait vile myr* 
tnidoHS, and wie at /Ae f«iRt 0/ tke ^vwie-kmi/g and rewlver. Neither ^ve 
nor take quarter, as our cause deuands it It is enough that the slave* 
holding interest wills it, from which there is no appeal. What right ha$ 
Governor Reeder to rule Missourians in Kansas? His proclamation and 
prescribed oath must be repudiated. It is your interest to do 30. .Mind 
that slavery is established where it is not prphiluted. 

Here is what Atdiison said after the invasion : — 

Well, what next? Why, an election for members of the l^;islature 
to orgamne the Territory must.be held. What did X advise you to do 
then ? Why, meet them on their own ground, and beat them at tiielr own 
game again ; and, cold and indement as the weather was, I went over with a 
company of men. My object in going was not to vote. I had no right to 
vote, unless I had disfranchised myself iu Missouri I was not within 
two miles of a voting-place. My object in going was not to vote, but to 
settle a difficulty between two of our candidates; and the Abolitionist^ of 
the North ssud, attd /nhlitiUd it airaad, tAat Atchison was there with bcfwie- 
knife and receiver, — <iiw/, by God., 'twas true! J never did go inpt that Ter- 
ri/ofy, I never inUnd to go into that Territory^ without ieing prepared for all 
such hind ^ cattle. Well, we beat them, and Governor Reeder gave cer* 
tificates to a majority of ^ the members of both Houst^ ; and then, after 
they were organued, as everybody will admit, they were the only competent 
perabns to say vdio were and who were not members of the same. 

4. It is confirmed by contemporaneous admission of 7^ 
Squatter Sovere^n^ a paper published at AtcM&on, and at once 
the organ of the President and of these Borderers, which, 

under the date of April i, thus recounts the victory x- — 

♦ ' 

Insbpbkobncb [MissoDiu], March 31, 185$. 
Several hundred emigrants from Kansas have, judt entered our dty^ 
They were preceded by the Westport and Independence braiis bands. 
They came in at lite west ade the public square, and proceeded entirelv 
around it, the bands cheering us with fine music and the emigrants with 
^od news. Immediately following the bands were about two hundred 
horsemen in regular order; following these were one hundred and fifty 
'Wagons, carriages, etc. They gave repeated cheers for Kansas and Mis^ 
souri. They iiqpor.t tiikt not an anti-slavery man will be in the legislature 
of Kansas. We have made a cl«m sweep. 

5. It is also confirmed by contemporaneous testimony of 
another paper always faithful to slavery, the New York Herald^ 



itjf the lelfcar of a conrespomkint from BmrnrndCf Mo,r under 

Ftom to^ s<tv(i» thomasuL tae&atMtei:{vimsM\9mveAus s^ax^ the 
fiS{9«;tic»« SQSMi ta retBOTe^ bt^tbeniostto^n^am tothehrt^ an: 
iqitfifttlda».i£ tJwj^ lUtttii. thfcTmjtmyi to niaieait t!w^rpcTOiail«nC abode at 
tls«: earS*)^ imiiwmt^^ Bet th^ intended ' to vote;- The Mia- 

6Q»MTOn» -wfije, R»U37 o€ themv Dostgla* rasx. There? wisr one hundred 
.ift4 VQ4ei» front thw ctmntjTf octa hrxudml: anct sevemy;five froni 
Hwaianlfr one huDdiied.froia: Coopeti IjiAwd, evsiy cotmtjr f omished iw 
qiwta, ; s«?46 -wiiett thfty s«t;owi» it: lookal Ufce aaarnty. . . . Tlicy were 
asjsiisd* . . . And, aa there were- no hottsop ik: the- Territoryi they carri 
touts.. Their miseionr i»^ a peaeeaMe omsi. — to vote atwt ta duive down 
«tg^es-for theic f uturi^ honassi Altet theeiectioii some fiftecit hundred of 
tb« voters seat a cotRsakbee to Mti Reeder to ascertsint if it ■waa his pur- 
pose^to. ratify the eleetiom He aiiswered.tiiat.it vfzst- and saii the majority 
alt, aa eisctiqn mwst cangr-the, day. But it ia not to bedenied that the 
fil^ri hundred^ apprehemiing..th&t.tfae gofveraar tn^hr attranapt to play 
thfi: tyrant^ — siac^: conduct, had alceady^ been inaidiotw and unjust,— 
wore oa th«r hat^lnuich«fcaf hexRp; They were resmved^ if a tj^raitf. 
aUes^pted. t» traaipkt upj^it the; riglKa of t)i&. aovereigit people^ to han^, 
him. 

6, It is agaLia?€caa6iTO«4 by tesldimony of a iad>* for five years 
resideat in Westera Missouri^, who thus writes, in: a letter 
puMishi^d in the New Hzvea jRegrsfer-.- — 

MiAAn. Sausb CouKTVr Nov. 16, 1855. 
You a^k me to tell you sometbittg:. about th& Kanxsat and Misaomt 
troubles.. Of course, you. kaew i^^ what thejrhaarcorij^aated nervism 
dett^ittg that thg Misxouriam fume determined to coninti: the elcctimzs, if 
pQisibk; and I do not know that thdi measures would be justifiadilei 
eitcept uposv the priBciple of seM-preifrvation, aiid tlsat^you iinow, is the: 
nt8t,.law of nature,; 

7, And it is coafirmed still fm.ther by the Circular of the 
Emigration Society of Lafayette County^, in Missourty dated as 
lite.as- 25th of March, 1856^ where the effofrts of Mis- 
sojitiaiis- are openly confessed : — 

The v.esiem , couaties- of Missouri have for the lajst^ two years been 
heavily taxsd^ both in nsQuey !aud;tim«»: in fightings, the battles of the 
South.,, Litfayette County aione has expfinded.tmsre than one Atendred Iknu- 
sand doU&rs in moneys and as much or more in time, dp la ihisiimeJki 
border counties, of Ah'ssouri have upheld and maintained the rights and 
ifitfrei-ts of the South in thii ^tn*gs^Ut umssiJited, and not umucsesifuUy, 
But, the Abolitionists^ stakii»g their all upoa the Kansas iss^e, and hesitat- 
ing, at no means,, faix or foul, are moving^ heaven and eaith to render thst 
bwAUtif ul Territory a Fref, State, 

8, Here, alsoj is amplest testimony to the visiiipation,, by 



the ensalng Stti®i«i«r^ 

the set^ess *fc KfcmiS* l»«nR^t «ttd )>altl«d lh«aB», took the govern- 
ment fwaft ^tli«ir hnY^ >iKmwri votes «l«cw!<d the {present biDcJy of rowas. 
who )tt»«ilt iKt«l^g«9K« mild |>ia}>tt)ftt s^ta hy styhnc; thefaMves 
» the k^stet«\>c Thfe bcniy w»e% aw heij^ng theiwselves to 

fat !^B5*tai«»s the «««ssit goveromew^ «wi s«Utng towt\ lots 

for th«fvsi3«asi» X1hi«y«iire ttss^Jig Uws <^i^«i^hls)ng all the citisensof 
Kansas ^ wrt hdS^eve Ncgto SUveiy tbivt; Chi^^n institution and 
a natKwwia lAws^is^. Tlwy we i^rajxnin^tg to pultkih ^th innpaisontnent the 
utterance <tf 'vtecs ^tK^C)9)S^ileten^ ipolh *heir «wt>. Ami they «»e tjying to 
perpetrasoe istTefM^teToos wid ^femttl tyranny by appoinUng ^fi>r & 
tertK 1^ jvars oeAtum of their own, «ts cotntaisiaowers in every conntv, to 
lay and collect tasfsjs, «rtd «ee that the la-w* they are }[»%s&ii>g are faithtully 
executed. Hss thfe age ^yihinjg vo compare ^^-ith these acts in 
audadty? 

9. In lismony wi^ii sill these is thti authoritative declarAtion 
of GovoTOjar H^^er in a speech to his neighbors at Easton, 
Penn.. at the ead n? April, 1853, and imincdiately afterwards 
published m ^e Washin^tcm Uamn. Here it is: , , 

It ^sas, xadeed, too a»e that Kumsis. had be^n invadedi; conquered, 
subjugated, by «a armsd jonce from beyond her borders, led on by' a fa> 
natical sfHSst^tnanj^Gog un&jH'Ibot tbe prsadpifs of the Kansas Bill and the 
right <^ sofira^ 

10. In samiter hjmnony is the complaict of the people of 
Kansas in f^syic mec^dzig st 1% Spiings on the 5th of Septem- 
ber, 1855, cnnbodied in ^ese woirds : — 

jRfSffkied, lias Sise 2s3% mssa for the last two moaths have 
been passsng Isms JEor tibs ■psaa^s of onr Temtory, moved, counselled, and 
dictated to by tiss Semagc^isscs of Mlsso:m,2.Te to vs afoTeigo body rep- 
resenting osaly^s Isxskss xavsedexs isbo <^ected liiem, and sot the people 
of the Teirisssay, — €hat we rsptsdtaJs tbesr actson as tl»e monstrous coasum- 
mation of isaa wet td ^t^eance, nsmpotion, and feaud, najmalleled in the 
history of &e Uxnon, smd nirmlhy oaily of men an&tted for the duties and 
regardless ctf aise icsgioasaMIities tsi R^pul^caes. 

11. Fma%, i2ie invasiam which ended in the Usurpation is 
dearly estaMi&hed iram oSicial Minutes laid on our table by 
the President, Bxjt the effect of this testimony has been so 
amply exposed bv the Senator from A'erjnont [Mr. Colj^amer], 
in his able and indeiaiigable argunient, that I qontgnt myself 
mth simply nefming to it 

On this casmiJiMive, irresistible evidence in concurrence v/ilJ> 
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antecedent history I rest. And yet Senators here argue that 
this cannot be, — precisely as the conspiracy of Catiline was 
doubted in the Roman Senate. " NonnulH sunt in hoc ordine, 
gttiaut ea quae imminent non vidsdnt^ aut ea qudi videni dissimu- 
lent; qui spem Caiilince molUbus sententiis aliterimt; cqnjuration- 
emque nascenfem non.c'redendd corroboraverunt." * These words 
of the Roman orator picture the case here. As I. listened to 
the Senator from Illinois while he painfully strove to show that 
there is no Usurpation, I was reminded of the effort by a dis- 
tiniguished logician to prove that Napoleon Bonaparte never 
existed. And permit me to say that the fact of his existence is 
not more entirely above doubt than the fact of this usurpation. 
This I assert on proofs already presented. But confirma- 
tion comes almost while I speak. The columns of the public 
press are daily filled with testimony solemnly taken before the 
committee of Congress in Kansas, which attests^ in awful light, 
the violence ending in the Usurpation. Of this I may speak on 
some other occasion.f Meanwhile I proceed with the develop- 
ment of the crime. 

The usurping legislature assembled at the appointed place 
in the interior, and then at once, in opposition to the veto of 
the governor, by a majority of two-thirds, removed to the 
Shawnee Mission, a place in most convenient proximity to the 
Missouri borderers, by whom it had been constituted, and 
whose tyrannical agent it was. The statutes of Missouri, in 
all their text, with their divisions and subdivisions, were 
adopted bodily, and with such little local adaptation that the 
word "State" in the original is not even changed to "Terri- 
tory," but is left to be corrected by ^in explanatory act. All 
this general legislation was entirely subordinate to the special 
chapter entitled "An Act to punish Offences against Slave 
Property," where the One Idea that provoked this whole con- 
spiracy is at last embodied in legislative form, and Human 
Slavery openly recognized on Free Soil, under the sanction of 
pretended law. J This chapter, of thirteen sections, is in itself 
a Dance of Death. But its complex completeness of wicked- 

* Cicero, Oratio in Catilinam, L 12. 

i Ttiis tc\iew Mr. Sumner ^ras disabled from making by the long illness following the 
assault by Brooks. 

{Statutes of the Territory of Kansas, passed at the first session of the Legislative 
Assembly, 1855. and the Act of Congress organizing said Territory, and other Acts of Congress 
haviM immediate relation thereto, Shawnee M. L. School, 1855, Chap. 151, pp. yis-jij. 
"Mr. Sumner's copy of this curious volume, which once belonged to Mr. Seward, is lettered 
00 the back " Laws of Kansai; Territorial Legislature, aliat The Ruffian's legislature." 
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ness without parallel may be partially conceived, when it is 
understood that in three sections only is the penalty of death 
denounced no less than forty-eight different times, by as many 
changes of language, against the heinous offence, described in 
forty-eight different ways, of interfering with what does not 
exist in that Territory, and under the Constitution cannot 
exist there, — I mean property in human flesh. Thus is 
Liberty sacrificed to Slavery, and Death summoned to sit at the 
gates as guardian of the Wrong. 

The work of Ut urpation was not perfected even yet. It had 
already cost too much to be left at any hazard. 

" To be thus is nothing, 
But to be safely thus." 

Such was the object. And this could not be, except by the 
entire prostration of all the safeguards of Human Rights. 
Liberty of speech, which is the very breath of a H^public, — 
the press, which is the terror of wrong-doers, — the bar, 
through which the oppressed beards the arrogance of law, — 
the jury, by which right is vindicated, — all these must be 
struck down, while officers are provided in all places, ready 
to be the tools of this Tyranny ; and then, to obtain final 
assurance that theu* crime is secure, the whole Usurpation, 
stretching over the Territory, must be fastened and riyeted by 
legislative bolt, spike, and screw, so as to defy all effort at 
change through ordinary forms of law. To this work, in its 
various parts, were bent the subtlest energies; and never, 
from Tubal Cain to this hour, was any fabric forged with more 
desperate skill and completeness. 

Mark, sir, three different legislative enactments constituting 
part of this work. Firsts according to one act, all who deny, 
by spoken or written word, " the right of persons to hold slaves 
in this Territory," are denounced as felons, to be punished by 
imprisonment at hard labor for a term not less than two years, 
— it may be for life. To show the extravagance of this injus- 
tice, it is well put by the Senator from Vermont [Mr. Colla- 
mer] that, shoidd the Senator from Michigan [Mr. Cass], who 
believes that Slavery cannot exist in a Territory unless intro- 
duced by express legislative act, venture there with his moder- 
ate opinions, his doom must be that of a felon ! To such 
extent are the great liberties of speech and of the press sub- 
verted ! Secdndly, by another act, entitled " An Act concern- 
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AlSitmsi8^*3fc^^ person cajs prstctis© a» attdmey 
J%e.x/(bas^ o6^n^ a lueme iexm. tlse^ Temtonal courts, 
wJiichiv Ofc 09uisCy.aJ7mmkal. dlsc^^ wiil be free to deny : 
^ae^.s£k«^. G^tioiizmg^ Icosnse^ke is comtrainecl to tafce an 
oa^& ttqt oaljr "^to s^^p^ort*^ tl«e- Coisstitiitjon oi the United 
^5at«% i>?sr aka, "^ta s^^ppwrt and: soastadrr"-^ — mark h&tt the 
red«^ca*kw-~tite; TemfconaL^^ Fiigitive Slave Bill, 

thu8~erectingf:; a.teat ,£or admmion: to tfe bar calculated to ex- 
cltidte: citizem- who honestly regard the latter legislative enor- 
imty z&~ unfit tw be obeyed. And^ tkirdiy, by arrotber act, 
erxtitied "An Act caiscemijig:; Jurors," all persons "conscien- 
tiously opposed to the holdhig slaves" or "who do not 
admit the rsg|?.tto hrfd slaves iir this Territory" are excluded 
f rom th« jury ott every qu^tibir^ civil or crtrainal,^ arising out 
of asserted slave property, whiles, ia all cases^ the summoning 
o£ thei \\vc^ is Ie£t witbout one word of restraint to " the mar- 
sh^» si:^ri£t, or otbesi officer," who is thus free to pack it ac- 
cordkig.tQ hiiit^tyraQnical discrettou^ 

Fbr the ready enforcement o£ ail statutes against Human 
Fteedosa the Presidi&ffit furnished a powerful quota of officers, 
in the governor, chief justice,, judges, secretary, attorney, 
ait^ mar&haL The legislature completed this part of the 
H'ork. by constituting, in each county a Board of Coramis- 
sionersj composed of two persons, associated v/ith the probate 
j-adge, whose duty it is to "appoint a county treasurer, 
corocer, justices o£ the peace, constables^ and <?// other officers 
provided for by law," and then proceedjn;g, to the choice of 
this very Board, thus delegating and diffusing their usurped 
power, and tyrannically imposing, upon the Territory a crowd 
of officers in whose appointment the people had no voice, 
directly or indirectly. 

And still the final, inexorable work remained to be done. 
A legislature renovated in both branches could not assemble 
until 1858, so that, during this long, intermediate: period, this 
whole system must continue in the likeness of law, unless over- 
turned .by the National Government, or, in default of such inter- 
position, by the generous uprising of an oppressed people. 
But it was necessary to guard against possibility of change, 
even tardily, at a future election ; and this was done by two 
ditferenn acts, under the Jirsi of which all who do not take the 
oath to support the Fugitive Slave Bill are excluded from the 
elective franchise, and under second of which all others are 



entitled t!i:« 't^'hik ^ i&iie^ll»r to ^tiA 

on the fdaiy d^Kctkmv by p«ovii^<m c»f l^nilgeriftl 
law, dtdriuk>hiij^i^ .io^pose*d ^9cv&y^ wixd at the same 
time o|)e^tt)g^ ^ 4ddir ^ ^ votts %jh« invaders ^ by m 
uncoRSJitai?i<C5ii«ti «5*^bb«^SiJi ts^lutd^v^ iSwm tht poUs Jhe body 
of actual $«:^1m>^M by«Ai!iMng Ote Iraiftchise d@{iittd upon 
a petty m l!d the polh the mass of borderers 

from Missoari %> 5!3/raiiiiakm1 fo«etb<wsgbt Usuipatton not 
only fomfed %S that 5t «5id, b>it assumed a se^jj^gtftfytatifs^ 
energy. 

Thus -w^s 3be Cnifte ><>ons%imni&ted. Slavery stands erect, 
clankiKig its «cl)sdfts *n the Terntssry of Kansssv surrounded by 
a code d^3kih, «rid traimplimi^ afi ^^nshed liberties, 
whether sgssset^ the |>t«^ tbe bar, the trial by Jury, w the 
electoral ^rsmdu^e. And, ^1 tMs is done, not nteidy to 
introdusa ^mfs^ -whicb in itself is a deisiiail all rights, and 
in dread «f v^tchi Tnoil»eT5 lm« Uben Uvss of tibdr off- 
j spring, — 3i«^iaHsr^^asis$c»iiedn»&ssa^ 

Missouri, ^!H:%3t is fatile^r^^os Stale to C(>m ' 
on. thti «f J^jmsjss Kcben IF^eedoxa csrists mtihout ooinplaint 
on the sa^ ciS «2so cm ibe ^e of Ilfinois, — but it h 

done for ^be |K)»&tical pswer^ in <33«ka' to bring two new 

I slaveholdfe^ Seasctces xspsm iMs door, a»d llbus to fortify in 
J National Cs-crrersstant "lObe desperate dsancses of a waning Oli- 
garchy, ihs gaBaat siup Toj'aglBg on pleasant summer 
seas is a^aSed a famts cssw 2aid ptondered of its doubloons 
' and doilsra, so is this lneOTtifial Temtcsry zsow assailed in peace 
and prospm^ and "robbed fS. its politick poisrer for the sa^ce of 
I Slavery. Ek'^ sstyw i&a hhixk. ^iig of the land pirates from 
;i , Missouri ixscFes Ht.the nmst-licad.,; in tlaeir la-srs you hear the 
I pirate yell sm^ see tke :Sas3i ■of l3ie pasatae Irmfe ; while, h"" : ili- 
( ble to reEaSe, fise l*iie^d5HSt, galJieriug Ibe Slave Power : , „ mis 
I back,' tesiiSss a. piisiSe sysBpadij-. 

1 Sir, ail &ns ijvas done in the name of Popular SovereigRty, 
I And this as lfiie sdisse isf tbe tiagedy. Popular Sovereignty, 
I which, wbesa imly md'Erstotid, is a fountain of just power, has 
[ ended in F'-c^piibr Slavery^— not ia Hxe subjC'Ctloii of the un- 



I ^// dy the Ecpplt is lest iB liae wetclicd reality of Nothing; for 
I tke People. f*05>u]aT Stsvexeigeityf an ^/liose deceiMfal name 
plighted feiitfh in'as brok<e::i asid an anciest Landmark Freedor/i 
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overtturp^ upw lifts itsalf before us like Sin in the terriblO: 
picture of Milton, which 

... - . ■ ' ' '1 

"seemed woman to the waist, and fsdr» , f 

Bnt ended foul in many a scaly fold V 

.Voluminous and vast, a serpent armed r 

With mortal sting: about her middle round 

A cry of hell-hounds never ceding barked j 

With wide Cerberean mouths full loud, and rung 

A hideous peal; yet, when they list, would creep, 

If aught disturbed their noise, into her womb, 

And kennel th6re, yet there still barked and howled 

, Within, unseen." 



The image is complete at all points ; and with this exposure I 
take my leave of the Crime against Kansas. 



I' 



The works of Charles Sumner in fifteen volumes contain a vast number of speeches and 
papers relating to slavery; and, with the unusually full notes which accompany them,'theite 
constitute almost a history of the anti-slaveiy stni«(le during Sumner's public life. Three 
tS his great apti-slavery speeches in the Senate standout preeminent, and should be read br. 
every student: " Freedom National, Slavery Sectional," Aug. 36, 1853 (Works, vol. ii£ 
87); "The Crime against Kansas," May 19 and so, 1856 C^v. 135); and "The .Darbarism U 
^very," June 4, i860 (v. i). The last is a complete survey of the history and characttS;' of 
slaverv, and there is no summary and criticism more complete or jwwenul. The student 
shoidd also read the speech " No Property in Man," on the constitiitional amendment aboU 
ishing slaveiy, April 8, 1864 (viii. 347); and the eulogy on Ab^^^m Lincoln, June x, 186$ 
(ix. a67). 

The speech on " The Crime against Kansas," in itself one of the strongest and most influ- 
ential of Sumner's speeches, possesses the further inteiest of b^g the speech which provoked 
the brutal assault upon Sumner two days after its deliveiy, by Fmton S. Brooks, a represen- 
tative oi Soutii Carolina, which compelled his absence from the Senate for three years, and 
nearly cost him his life. It is one ot the longest of his speeclies, discussing: " first, the crime 
against Kansas, in its origin and extent; second, the apologies for the crime ; and, third, the' 
true remedy." The first main section, following tlie powerful exordium, is given In the 
present leaflet. 

The Memoirs and Letters of Charles Sumner, in four volumes, by Edward L. Pierce, (• 
one of the most thorough biographies which has been written of any Americam, and one of 
the most important contributions to the history of the anti-slavery struggle. In Chapters 
XXXVI., XL., and XLIII. of the third volume will be found the accounts respectively of 
the circumstances attending the delivery of the three great speeches especially referred to 
above. 

There are brief lives of Sumner by Nason, Chaplin, and Anna L. Dawes. There is also a^ 
valuable volume edited by William M. Cornell, contaming a memoir by the editor, and the ' 
various important eulog^ of Sumner after his death, including that by Carl Scfanrs before 
the Boston city government^ that by Geoige William Curtis before the Massachusetts leg- 
islature, and the eulogies in Congress. 



